
  
 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530 
 

       October 2, 2020 

  

The Honorable Scott Newman  

Chair, Minnesota Senate Transportation Finance  

and Police Committee  

Capitol Office  

95 University Avenue W., Room 3105 

St. Paul, Minnesota  55155 

 

Dear Senator Newman:  

 

 This responds to your letter to the Attorney General dated June 22, 2020, concerning the 

case of George Floyd, a 46-year-old African- American man who died on May 25, 2020, in the 

custody of Minneapolis, Minnesota police officers. We are sending identical responses to the 

other signatories who joined your letter. We apologize for our delay in responding to your letter.  

 

Mr. Floyd was being taken into custody on a forgery charge when he was pinned to the 

ground by an officer, Derek Chauvin, who held his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck for more than eight 

minutes while Mr. Floyd pleaded for help and then lost consciousness. As Attorney General Barr 

stated, “[t]he video images of the incident that ended with the death of Mr. Floyd, while in 

custody of Minneapolis police officers, were harrowing to watch and deeply disturbing.” We 

extend our deepest condolences to Mr. Floyd’s family, friends, and community. 

 

The Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division, in conjunction with United States 

Attorney’s Offices and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), enforces the federal criminal 

civil rights statutes pertaining to the willful abuse of authority by officials acting under color of 

law. These laws make it a crime for an officer to willfully use unreasonable force during an 

arrest, and also for an officer to fail to intervene and stop an unreasonable use of force if the 

officer sees the violation, has the opportunity to intervene, and willfully chooses not to do so. 

 

The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Minnesota, the Department of 

Justice’s (Department) Civil Rights Division, and the FBI are conducting a robust criminal 

investigation into the circumstances surrounding Mr. Floyd’s death. The Department has made 

this investigation a top priority, and has assigned experienced prosecutors and FBI criminal 

investigators to the investigation. We will, at the end of that investigation, assess what federal 

charges may be warranted and appropriate. 
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Additionally, as has been announced publicly, the Hennepin County Attorney’s Office 

arrested former Officer Chauvin on May 29, 2020. The Minnesota Attorney General’s Office is 

now prosecuting him on state charges of second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and 

second-degree manslaughter. The Minnesota Attorney General’s Office has also charged J. 

Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane, and Tou Thao, the three other former Minneapolis officers 

implicated in Mr. Floyd’s death, with aiding and abetting second-degree murder and aiding and 

abetting second-degree manslaughter. While the state case moves forward in state court, the FBI, 

the USAO, and the Civil Rights Division continue to conduct an independent federal 

investigation and assessment focused on the federal law mentioned above. 

 

In your letter, you specifically requested that the Department investigate whether there 

may be a pattern and practice of official misconduct by the Minneapolis Police Department. The 

Civil Rights Division’s Special Litigation Section is responsible for enforcing the Violent Crime 

Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 34 U.S.C. § 12601, which authorizes the Department 

to investigate allegations of systemic violations of the Constitution or laws of the United States 

by state or local law enforcement officers. Where an investigation reveals a pattern or practice of 

such misconduct, the Section may initiate a civil action in the name of the United States against 

state or local officials and seek appropriate injunctive relief. We will carefully consider the 

evidence in this case, as well as any additional information that comes to our attention, regarding 

your request for a civil pattern or practice investigation. 

 

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we 

may be of additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

       

 

 

 

       Danielle Douglas  

       Acting Intergovernmental & Public Liaison 

 

 

  



   
 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530 
 

       October 2, 2020 

 

The Honorable David Senjem  

Chair, Minnesota Senate Capital 

Investment Committee 

Capitol Office  

95 University Avenue W., Room 3401 

St. Paul, Minnesota  55155 

 

Dear Senator Senjem:  

 

 This responds to your letter to the Attorney General dated June 22, 2020, concerning the 

case of George Floyd, a 46-year-old African- American man who died on May 25, 2020, in the 

custody of Minneapolis, Minnesota police officers. We are sending identical responses to the 

other signatories who joined your letter. We apologize for our delay in responding to your letter.  

 

Mr. Floyd was being taken into custody on a forgery charge when he was pinned to the 

ground by an officer, Derek Chauvin, who held his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck for more than eight 

minutes while Mr. Floyd pleaded for help and then lost consciousness. As Attorney General Barr 

stated, “[t]he video images of the incident that ended with the death of Mr. Floyd, while in 

custody of Minneapolis police officers, were harrowing to watch and deeply disturbing.” We 

extend our deepest condolences to Mr. Floyd’s family, friends, and community. 

 

The Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division, in conjunction with United States 

Attorney’s Offices and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), enforces the federal criminal 

civil rights statutes pertaining to the willful abuse of authority by officials acting under color of 

law. These laws make it a crime for an officer to willfully use unreasonable force during an 

arrest, and also for an officer to fail to intervene and stop an unreasonable use of force if the 

officer sees the violation, has the opportunity to intervene, and willfully chooses not to do so. 

 

The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Minnesota, the Department of 

Justice’s (Department) Civil Rights Division, and the FBI are conducting a robust criminal 

investigation into the circumstances surrounding Mr. Floyd’s death. The Department has made 

this investigation a top priority, and has assigned experienced prosecutors and FBI criminal 

investigators to the investigation. We will, at the end of that investigation, assess what federal 

charges may be warranted and appropriate. 
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Additionally, as has been announced publicly, the Hennepin County Attorney’s Office 

arrested former Officer Chauvin on May 29, 2020. The Minnesota Attorney General’s Office is  

now prosecuting him on state charges of second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and 

second-degree manslaughter. The Minnesota Attorney General’s Office has also charged J. 

Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane, and Tou Thao, the three other former Minneapolis officers 

implicated in Mr. Floyd’s death, with aiding and abetting second-degree murder and aiding and 

abetting second-degree manslaughter. While the state case moves forward in state court, the FBI, 

the USAO, and the Civil Rights Division continue to conduct an independent federal 

investigation and assessment focused on the federal law mentioned above. 

 

In your letters, you specifically requested that the Department investigate whether there 

may be a pattern and practice of official misconduct by the Minneapolis Police Department. The 

Civil Rights Division’s Special Litigation Section is responsible for enforcing the Violent Crime 

Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 34 U.S.C. § 12601, which authorizes the Department 

to investigate allegations of systemic violations of the Constitution or laws of the United States 

by state or local law enforcement officers. Where an investigation reveals a pattern or practice of 

such misconduct, the Section may initiate a civil action in the name of the United States against 

state or local officials and seek appropriate injunctive relief. We will carefully consider the 

evidence in this case, as well as any additional information that comes to our attention, regarding 

your request for a civil pattern or practice investigation. 

 

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we 

may be of additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

       

 

 

 

       Danielle Douglas  

       Acting Intergovernmental & Public Liaison  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530 
 

       October 2, 2020 

 

The Honorable Bill Ingebrigtsen  

Chair, Minnesota Senate Environment and  

Natural Resources Finance Committee 

Capitol Office  

95 University Avenue W., Room 207 

St. Paul, Minnesota  55155 

 

Dear Senator Ingebrigtsen:  

 

 This responds to your letter to the Attorney General dated June 22, 2020, concerning the 

case of George Floyd, a 46-year-old African- American man who died on May 25, 2020, in the 

custody of Minneapolis, Minnesota police officers. We are sending identical responses to the 

other signatories who joined in your letter. We apologize for our delay in responding to your 

letter. 

 

Mr. Floyd was being taken into custody on a forgery charge when he was pinned to the 

ground by an officer, Derek Chauvin, who held his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck for more than eight 

minutes while Mr. Floyd pleaded for help and then lost consciousness. As Attorney General Barr 

stated, “[t]he video images of the incident that ended with the death of Mr. Floyd, while in 

custody of Minneapolis police officers, were harrowing to watch and deeply disturbing.” We 

extend our deepest condolences to Mr. Floyd’s family, friends, and community. 

 

The Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division, in conjunction with United States 

Attorney’s Offices and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), enforces the federal criminal 

civil rights statutes pertaining to the willful abuse of authority by officials acting under color of 

law. These laws make it a crime for an officer to willfully use unreasonable force during an 

arrest, and also for an officer to fail to intervene and stop an unreasonable use of force if the 

officer sees the violation, has the opportunity to intervene, and willfully chooses not to do so. 

 

The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Minnesota, the Department of 

Justice’s (Department) Civil Rights Division, and the FBI are conducting a robust criminal 

investigation into the circumstances surrounding Mr. Floyd’s death. The Department has made 

this investigation a top priority, and has assigned experienced prosecutors and FBI criminal 

investigators to the investigation. We will, at the end of that investigation, assess what federal 

charges may be warranted and appropriate. 
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Additionally, as has been announced publicly, the Hennepin County Attorney’s Office 

arrested former Officer Chauvin on May 29, 2020. The Minnesota Attorney General’s Office is  

now prosecuting him on state charges of second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and 

second-degree manslaughter. The Minnesota Attorney General’s Office has also charged J. 

Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane, and Tou Thao, the three other former Minneapolis officers 

implicated in Mr. Floyd’s death, with aiding and abetting second-degree murder and aiding and 

abetting second-degree manslaughter. While the state case moves forward in state court, the FBI, 

the USAO, and the Civil Rights Division continue to conduct an independent federal 

investigation and assessment focused on the federal law mentioned above. 

 

In your letters, you specifically requested that the Department investigate whether there 

may be a pattern and practice of official misconduct by the Minneapolis Police Department. The 

Civil Rights Division’s Special Litigation Section is responsible for enforcing the Violent Crime 

Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 34 U.S.C. § 12601, which authorizes the Department 

to investigate allegations of systemic violations of the Constitution or laws of the United States 

by state or local law enforcement officers. Where an investigation reveals a pattern or practice of 

such misconduct, the Section may initiate a civil action in the name of the United States against 

state or local officials and seek appropriate injunctive relief. We will carefully consider the 

evidence in this case, as well as any additional information that comes to our attention, regarding 

your request for a civil pattern or practice investigation. 

 

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we 

may be of additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

       

 

 

 

       Danielle Douglas  

       Acting Intergovernmental & Public Liaison 

 

 




